BELGRADE’S
GRAND OLD LADY
The Metropol Palace conceals a glorious past and
during the 60s and 70s. It was one of the most
elite venues in Belgrade, the capital of Serbia.
Sofia Loren, Anthony Quinn, Brigit Bardot,
Gina Lollobrigida, Robert de Niro, Hitchcock,
Elizabeth Taylor were famous guest of the hotel
where Che Guevara smoked his Cohiba’s after
the end of the Cuban revolution.
The complex was completely designed in the
style of the European ‘moderna’ and is now
under the patronage of the Institute for the
Protection of Monuments in Serbia.
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Left: the swimming pool and the
entrance to the roof terraces.
Architect Maria Vafiadis, MKV
Design London was responsible
for the recent refurbishing of the
hotel lobby, restaurants and
rooms, while roof top restaurant
was designed by architect Gregorio
Konstantopoulos from Athens.

2 objekt

Above: the stained glass façade at the Metropol Hotel in Belgrade, titled
‘Yugoslavian Symphony, devoted to nations and nationalities’ was created
by the famous Serbian stained glass maker Stevan Stanisic who made this
monumental composition in 1957 with the help of a academic professor and
painter, Vaso Pomorišac.
Stevan Stanisic worked on this artwork for six months. The stained glass is
eight meters high and five meters wide. Each figure in the façade represents
the folk costumes of each state from the former Yugoslavia, expressing their
rich and colorful national heritage. At that time it was the beginning of the
first stained glass production in a socialistic style in the world.
The artwork was restored and put under conservation in 2016, by the same
stained glass studio Stanisic. The monumental composition combines now a
modern hotel appearance with traditional values.
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Left: the duplex presidential
suite.
Right: the roof top terrace
and restaurant overlooking
lush parks and parts of the
city of Belgrade.
Below: the artwork of wood in
the central part of the entrance and beside that the
lobby and a corner of the bar.

built in 1950, the Metropol Palace was designed by architect
Djordje Ristic to become the Home of the Central Comity of the
National Youth of Yugoslavia. From the summer of 1949, until
November of 1950, the construction, from the foundation to
the roof, requested the effort of the Youth Work brigades (15
brigades with around 18.000 brigadiers).
the huge building was then considered far too big for its
original purpose. Architect Dragisa brasovan came up with the
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idea, to convert the project into a representative and extraordinary capital hotel. the Metropol was completely designed in the
style of the european moderna: brasovan added side wings,
using only the best materials and personally planning even the
tiniest details.
Since it was built, the Metropol Palace reﬂects the metropolitan
soul of belgrade in its forms and structures and is a historical
jewel in this vibrant lively capital.

Despite several renovations, the most important details of the
interior and exterior are kept throughout the different eras of its
existence.
the fountain at the main hotel entrance, known as the Female
Nude, is the good example of this historical track, as well as the
stained glass artwork on the facade, which has recently been
completely restored and returned to its original position.
From its early days, it cherished the idea of supporting art in all

forms. Young artists were always welcome at the Metropol to
present their new ideas and work, while acclaimed famous artist
displayed their abilities in works such as the stained glass and
the fountain.
Works of young artist from the entire region still ﬁnd their place
in the interior, next to the restored famous artworks from before.
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