ST
GEORGE'S
CHURCH
Located on top of the Oplenac Hill in the town
of Topola is St George's Church. Here, some
one and a half hours drive out of Belgrade, is
the mausoleum of the Serbian and Yugoslav
royal house of Karadjordjevic. The church of
Oplenac was founded by King Petar I of
Yugoslavia. Many members of the royal house
are buried in the church, in the crypt beneath
the church, or in the church yard.

Above: the St George's Church. Upon his ascension to the
throne in 1903, he chose the spot on the top of Mali
Oplenac hill for the location of his St. George Church.
During the construction he lived in the house at the
bottom of the image.
Six generations of the Karadjordjevic family have been
buried in this church.
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The church is a five-domed structure with an interior length
of the of 30 meters (98 ft), and the height of the arch is 27
meters (89 ft). All four façades are made out of white marble
from the Vencac Mountain.
The portal hosts a mosaic icon of St. George, to whom the
church is dedicated. Designed by the Serbian artist Paja
Jovanovic, it was made in Venice.
There are the tombs of 26 members of the
Karadjordjevic dynasty in this mausoleum.
Six generations of the Karadjordjevic family
have been buried in this church, including
King Aleksandar I and Queen Marija's children,
Petar II and his wife Aleksandra, Tomislav, and
Andrej and also Prince Pavle's sons Nikola and
Aleksandar.
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The artwork was based on an iconic golden mosaic
symbolizing the victory of the Serbs over its enemies.
Above the portal, the old Karadjordjevic family coat of arms
has been sculpted.
The floor of the church was made in Munich, out of polished
marble. The huge chandelier, 9 meters in diameter, under-

neath the main dome, has been molten out of massive
bronze, and weighs 1500 kg (3300 lb). It was made by Luks,
Zagreb, Croatia as a crown set upside-down (symbolising the
lost Serbian Empire in the Kosovo battle in 1389).
One of the main features of the church are its interior
mosaics: a museum of reproductions of the most beautiful
frescoes of the medieval Serbian art.
Copies from 60 Serbian medieval churches and monasteries
had been brought to the church. The entire mosaic has 725
painted compositions in which there are 1500 figures. The
entire area of the mosaic is 3,500 square meters with 40
million various colored pieces of glass in 15 thousand
different colors. It was made by made by Puhl & Wagner

from Berlin, Germany. The bells of the church were made by
Frères Piccard from Annecy le Vieux, France.
In the 19th century the area where the mausoleum was built,
was still covered in woods. Karadjordje settled here, built
vineyards and orchards, and established the defense of the
nearby city of Topola.
His son Aleksandar added new buildings and renewed his
father’s vineyards and orchards. It was not until the arrival of
King Petar I that this place got its true importance.
Upon his ascension to the throne in 1903, he chose the
location on the top of Mali Oplenac hill for the location of his
St. George Church. The young architect Kosta J. Jovanovic
won the tender and in May 1910 construction started.

OBJEKT

11

Church services were held until 1947. After that it was
declared a cultural monument and open to visitors.
Oplenac was added to the list of Monuments of Culture of
Exceptional Importance in 1979, and it is since than protected
by the state.
Apart from the two tombs inside the church (Karadjordje’s in
the southern apse and Petar I in the northern apse), there
are the tombs of 26 other members of the dynasty in this
mausoleum.

The interior of the St. George’s Church is a
piece of art. t has marble ﬂoors made in
Münich and a large chandelier made out of
massive bronze by Luks, Zagreb, Croatia.
The main feature are the unique mosaics
covering an area of 3,500 square meters with
40 million various colored pieces of glass in
15 thousand different colors.

12 OBJEKT

Six generations of the Karadjordjevic family have been
buried in this church, including King Aleksandar I.
On 6 October 2012, Prince Pavle, his wife Olga and his son
Nikola were all buried here after their remains returned to
Serbia.
On 26 May 2013, Queen Marija, her sons King Petar II and
Prince Andrej, and Petar II's wife Aleksandra, were all buried
here after their remains were brought back to Serbia from
different locations in the world.
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